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Communities in Bloom, a Miami-based
non profit organization led by Our Lady
of Lourdes high school students Sophia
Arana and Evely Forte, has begun its first
project and is seeking donations and the
next location to beautify. 
The organization aims, through www.go-

fundme.com/communities in bloom, to ob-
tain donations from the South Florida
community and plant nurseries to beautify
the yards of local non profit  organizations
such as foster care homes, orphanages and
homeless shelters.
“Communities in Bloom was created

several years ago by Costa Farms to give
back to the non profits that do so much for
our community. Evely and I have brought
the organization back to life. Providing
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Communities in Bloom is a Miami-based non-profit organization led by Our
Lady of Lourdes high school students Evelyn Forte and Sophia Arana. 

A recent Communities in Bloom project.

Communities in Bloom makes the world more beautiful for nonprofits
gardens and green areas is a simple way
to eliminate the burden of landscaping
costs for non profits, but a big way to
make someone’s day brighter. We hope to
continue our mission and plant green
spaces in many non profits in our commu-
nity,” said Arana, a freshman at Our Lady
of Lourdes Academy and CIB Co-direc-
tor. 
CIB will build butterfly gardens, medi-

tation gardens and children’s gardens.
Costa Farms, together with local nurseries
such as Forte Farms have joined the effort
with plant and man power donations. 
“We know the value green spaces add

to the community and are pleased to be
able to contribute to the effort,” said
Joche Smith, Costa Farms CEO.

The first project was at Casa Valentina, a
local organization that helps teens who are
too old for foster care by giving them a place
to live and obtain jobs and education. 
“Communities in Bloom was founded

as a way to make our community a more
beautiful place and to bring more joy to
those who will enjoy our finished proj-
ects. I feel blessed to know that Sophia
and I have had such an amazing group of

friends and family who have completely
supported us and our mission. We hope
that by continuing our mission, we will
make the world greener and more earth
friendly, one space at a time,” said Forte,
a freshman at Our Lady of Lourdes Acad-
emy and CIB Co-director. 
For more information or to participate,

contact:miamicommunitiesinbloom@gma
il.com.

WLRN has been sponsoring a contest
during National Poetry Month asking lis-
teners to write an ode to their zip code.
Key Biscayne resident Joe Kellogg sub-

mitted the following using 33149.

3   Lighthouse too bright
3   For Tequesta night
1   Rats
4   Matheson, Mackles, Ponce De Leon
9   These days, positive carry meets for-

tune at water’s gate. 

33149 in poetry


