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ON A MISSION TO MAKE
LIFE PRETTIER 

Volunteers help clean Casa Valentina, which offers affordable housing and services to youth leaving the foster-care system, at

3129 Mundy St. in Coconut Grove on Saturday. Communities in Bloom, a nonprofit led by Our Lady of Lourdes Academy students

Sophia Arana and Evely Forte, is on a mission to help beautify foster care homes, orphanages and shelters. More photos, Page 4. 
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Miami-based Aqua Foun-
dation this week is hosting
Aqua Girl, a South Beach fes-
tival that not only celebrates
women, but also supports
them in a variety of charities
the foundation works with.

Aqua Girl helps raise
money used by the founda-
tion to award grants and
scholarships to female com-
munity leaders, to empower
them to pursue their goals.

“When you become a
scholar you’re paired with a
mentor and go through a
leadership course. Being sur-
rounded by the board mem-
bers and the directors was a
wonderful community. It
helped me as a person to see
all these inspiring women,”
said scholarship recipient
Haley Zilberberg, 19, who is

studying social work at the
University of Central Florida.

To fund these philan-
thropic programs, the Aqua
Foundation throws Aqua
Girl, one of the biggest par-
ties of the year for LBT wo-
men in South Florida.
Events this week include:

l Sip and Savor Wine
and Cheese Reception:
This wine and cheese sam-
pling event will be held from
8-11 p.m. Thursday at The
Betsy, 1440 Ocean Dr. Tick-
ets cost $40 in advance, $45
at the door and $30 for
members.

l Traffic Jam: The kick-
off dance will be from 10
p.m. Thursday until 4 a.m.
Friday at Dream Nightclub,
1532 Washington Ave. All
guests will receive a glow
necklace when they arrive:
Red means she’s taken, yel-

low means approach with
caution and green means go
for it.

DJ Citizen Jane and DJ
Miss M will perform during

the dance event. Tickets
cost $15 in advance, $20 at
the door and $10 for
members.

l Pool Parties: The first

pool party of the weekend,
Splash, will be hosted by
Rose Garcia with music by
DJ Miss M and DJ Zehno at
the National Hotel, 1677 Col-
lins Ave., from noon to 7
p.m. Friday. The event is
free with RSVP.

The famous Aqualicious
Pool Party will also be held
at the National Hotel from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday. Gar-
cia will host the event with
music by DJ Zehno, DJ Ta-
tiana, DJ Miss M and DJ Citi-
zen Jane, with a special per-
formance by Whistle Girl.
Shannon DeFreitas will do
live body painting.

Tickets for Aqualicious
cost $40 in advance, $45 at
the door and $30 for mem-
bers. Cabanas and poolside
seating will be available for
the event.

The final pool party,

Aqua Tea Dance and Pool
Party, will be from noon to 6
p.m. Sunday at the National
Hotel. Garcia will also host
that event with music by DJ
Zehno, DJ Tatiana and DJ
Citizen Jane. General admis-
sion costs $15. 

l Temptation Dance
Party: This “unforgettable”
dance party will feature
lights, sounds and visuals
along with music by DJ Citi-
zen Jane and DJ Tamara Sky.
The party will go on from 10
p.m. Saturday to 4 a.m. Sun-
day at Grand Central, 697 N.
Miami Ave.

Tickets cost $20 in ad-
vance, $25 at the door and $15
for members.

Additional information
on all Aqua Girl events is
available at www.aqua
girl.org or by calling
305-576-2782.

GAY SOUTH FLORIDA

Aqua Girl festival for LBT women underway
BY STEPHANIE BRITO
sbrito@MiamiHerald.com

PARTY GIRLS: In addition to pool and dance parties,
this year’s Aqua Girl festivities will also include
speed dating and wine and cheese sampling.

/DALE STINE

CLEANING UP,
BRINGING HOPE 

Volunteers with
Communities in
Bloom, a nonprofit
that aims to beautify
foster-care homes,
homeless shelters and
orphanages, help clean
up Casa Valentina in
Coconut Grove on
Saturday. Casa
Valentina provides
affordable housing
and services to youth
leaving the foster-care
system. At far left are,
kneeling, Evely Forte,
left, and Sophia Arana,
right; and in the back
row are, from left, Lily
Forte, Debbie Korge,
Olga Montealegre y
Arianna Cabrera. 
Evely Forte, above,
does some heavy
lifting. At bottom left,
Forte and Arana do
some painting. Forte
and Arana, who are
both 15 and students at
Our Lady of Lourdes
Academy, are the
nonprofit’s directors.
See more photos at
MiamiHerald.com.PHOTOS BY ROBERTO KOLTUN/EL NUEVO HERALD
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